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Hi Ho Silver-O!
Written By: Brian Sienkiewicz, Transition Counselor

Michael  and Matthew            
Vanamburgh are twin brothers 
who attend Jackson Memorial 
High School. Allies and JMHS 
have teamed up to help these 
two young men transition into 
adult life. From January to 
March the boys got a chance 
to volunteer at Celtic Charms 
Therapeutic Horsemanship 
located in Howell. Celtic 
Charms is a non-profit riding 
stable with 27 acres of farm land, 
stables, in/out door arenas and 
sensory riding trails. Their goal 
is to improve the lives of people 
with disabilities by teaching 
all forms of horsemanship 

including horseback riding, equine 
care and familiarization with basic 
horse knowledge. During their 
time spent on the farm, Michael 
and Matthew, through a hands on 
experience, learned about proper 
grooming techniques, behavior in 
horses, how to prepare morning/
afternoon feed for the horses and 
collected fresh chicken eggs from 
the coupe. The boys were also in 
charge of maintaining each horse’s 
stall which means they had to make 
sure every horse was given fresh 
water, given the correct amount 
of hay and they even had to muck 
stallsJ. MMM I love the smell of 
fresh manure in the morning!

I can not say enough wonderful 
things about the staff at Celtic 
Charms, they were the nicest 
most understanding people 
I have met, and it was truly a 
pleasure to work with the staff 
and the twins on the farm. 
As for the future of Michael 
and Matthew they both will 
continue their transitioning 
experience with Allies to learn 
more about different business’s 
in their community. Michael 
wants to see what working in 
entertainment would be like and              
Matthew would like to throw 
on a chefs hat and dabble in 
the culinary field.
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Camille was a woman who was able to soar beyond her disability.  She 
took life by the horns and never backed down. Being outspoken and 
opinionated was part of her character, part of her life and part of who 
she was. Camille was known for her sassy attitude that was cushioned 
by a heart of love.  She took pride in her home and her job at the Perry 
Garden.   She was considerate and compassionate and enjoyed time 
with her roommates and friends.  Charles Swindoll said “life is 10% 
what happens and 90% what you make it.” Camille followed that 
motto.  She lived her life and lived it the way she wanted to. Camille 
passed on March 15th, 2011. She is gone but certainly will never be 
forgotten.

Reese, better known as RJ was born on March 19, 1988.  At the age 
of 17 he moved into a supported living apartment with Allies and 
attended Midland School in Raritan, graduating with many friends in 
2009.  RJ loved to watch Wrestling, Smallville and The Martin Show; 
I think that’s where he got his sense of humor. He wanted to become a 
counselor for young people with disabilities and his favorite quote was 
“Don’t Quit!”  If you ask me, RJ reached that goal.   He always gave 
his friends advice and encouragement when they needed it and had a 
genuine love for the people around him. With his great sense of humor 
and positive attitude, he touched many of our hearts. RJ passed away 
on April 15th, 2011 after a longtime battle with cancer.   He will be 
missed and always remembered.

In Memory of RJ
Written By: Jeff Jasmin, Assistant Project Director

In Memory of Camille
Written By: Zaniel Young, Project Director
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Look Inside! 
For success stories, upcoming events, and what’s happening in our community at Allies, Inc. 

Special thanks to our Allies Partners. If you would 
like to find out more partnerships opportunities with         
Allies, please contact Elise Tretola at 609-689-0136, 
ext.102. 

LAW OFFICES OF
MANIACI, CICCOTTA & SCHWEIZER

Allies Partners
Then you would love working for 

ALLIES, INC.

Empowering people with special needs to 
live fulfilling and rewarding lives.

We offer a competitive salary and 
outstanding benefits.

A valid driver’s license and HS Diploma/
GED are required.

To learn more about openings in your 
area, call 866-620-0943 or visit our 
website at www.alliesnj.org/careers/
current-job-openings or e-mail your 

resume to sparsons@alliesnj.org

Current Staff: Refer a Friend and 
Get a $100 Bonus!*

EOE - *See Human Resources for details.

Looking for a 
Challenging Career? 


